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ORDER 

Changes to the Board of Directors of the 1 CC Docket No. 97-21 
National Exchange Carrier t\ssociation, Inc. 

Adopted: November 15,2002 

By the Telecommunications Access Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau: 

Released: November 18,2002 

1 .  The Telecommunications Access Policy Division has under consideration a Request 
for Review filed by Meritide. lnc.. on behalf of Winnebago Public Schools (Winnebago), 
Winnebago. Nebraska. Winnebago seeks review of'six decisions issued by the Schools and 
1-ihraries Division (SLD) of the Universal Service Administrative Company (Administrator), 
rejecting Winnebago's appeals on the grounds that they were untimely filed.2 For the reasons set 
&h below, we grant the Request for Review and remand the above-captioned applications to 
SLD for further consideration. 

I 

2.  SLD issued six Funding C,ommitment Decision Letters on August 20. 2001, denying 
Willnebago's request for discounted services under the schools and libraries universal service 
support mechanism.' Specifically. SLD denied Winnebago's requests for discounts for internal 

' I.etier from Rlchard 13. Peterson. Meritide. Inc.. to Federal Communications Commission, ti led December 12, 2001 
(Request for Review). 

'.see Rcquesr Tor Review. Sectlon 54.719(~) ofthe Commission's rules provides that any person aggrieved by an 
actioii taken by a division ofihe Adniiliistrator may seek review from the Commission. 47 C.F.R 4 j4.719(c). 

LerLu from Schools and Libraries Divihion, Universal Service Administrative Company, to Raymond Girard, 
Winnebago Public Schools, daied August 20. 2001. regarding SLD Application Number 259869; Lener from 
Schools and Libraries Division. Liniversal Service Administrative Company, to Raymond Girard, Winnebago Public 
Schools. dared August 20. ZOOl, regarding SLD Application Number 259989; Letter from Schools and Libraries 
r1ivis1011. Universal Scrvicc Adninisrralive Company, to Raymond Girard, Winnebago Public Schools, dated 
A L I S L I S I  10. 7001. regarding SLD ,4pplication Number 26008 I; Letter from Schools and Libraries Division, 
1 hibersill Servicc Administraiivr Company. to Raymond Girard, Winnebago Public Schools, dated August 20, 
2001. rezarding SLD Applicatioii Number 2601 53; Letter from Schools and Libraries Division, Universal Service 
,4dlninlitrarive Company, to Raymond Girard, Wlnnebago Public Schools, dated August 20, 2001, regarding SLD 
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coiuicctions and telecornmunicaiiotis services, Funding Request Numbers (FRNs) 656402, 
656743.657285,657526,657861, and 657981.' On September 20,2001, Winnebago filed an 
appeal of SLD's decision.' On October I ,  2002, SLD issued six Administrator's Decision on 
Appeal Letters indicating that it would not consider Winnebago's appeal because it was received 
more than 30 days after the August 20, 2001 Funding Commitment Decision Letters were 
issued." Winnebago subsequently filed the instant Request for Review with the Commission. 

For requests seeking review of decisions issued on or after August 13, 2001 under 3 
scction 54.720(b) of the Commission's rules. any such appeal must be filed with SLD or the 
('ommission within 60 d a y  of the issuance of the decision that the party seeks to have 
rcvie\\ed.' Documents are considcred to be filed with the Commission only upon receipt.8 SLD 
misapplied the rule in  its Administrator's Decision on Appeal Letters. We find the applicant 
complied with the 60 day time period for filing its appeals with SLD. Therefore, we grant 
Winncbago's Request for Review and rcmand the above-captioned applications to SLD Cor 
furtlier consideration. 

Application Number 260240; and ]Letter from Schools and Libraries Division, Universal Service Administrative 
Conipany. I O  Raymond Girard, Wiiinebago Public Schools, dated August 20, 2001, regarding SLD Application 
Number 260261 (collectively. Funding Coinmitment Decision Letters). 

* Id. at 6. 

' Letter from Richard B. Peterson. Meritide, Iiic., to Schools and Libraries Division, Universal Service 
Administrative Company, tiled September 20, 2001 (Request for Administrator Review). 

" Letter from Schools and Libraries Division, Universal Service Administrative Company, to Richard B. Peterson, 
Winnebago Public Scliools, dated Cktober I. 2001, regarding SLD Application Number 259869; Letter from 
Schools and Libraries Division, liniversal Service Administrative Company, to Richard B. Peterson, Winnebago 
Public Schools, dated October I, 2001, regarding SLD Application Number 259989; Letter from Schools and 
Libraries Division, Universal Service Administrative Company, to Richard B. Peterson, Winnebago Public Schools. 
daied October I, 200 I, regarding SL,D Application Number 260081; Letter from Schools and Libraries Division. 
Universal Service Administrativc Company, to Richard B. Pererson, Winnebago Public Schools, dated October I ,  
?OO I. regarding SLD Applicatioti Number 260153; Letter from Schools and Libraries Division, Universal Service 
Administrative Company, to Kichai-d E.  Peterson, Winnebago Public Schools, dated October I, 2001, regarding 
SLD Application Number 260240: and Letter from Schools and Libraries Division, Universal Service 
:\diiiiiiistrative Company, tn Richard R.  Peterson, Winnebago Public Schools, dated October I, 2001, regarding 
SLD Application Number 260261 (collectively, Administrator's Decisions on Appeal Letters). I n  fact, Winnebago 
L I ~ S  subjrcr to the 60-day appeal period, as discussed below. See inju para. 2, 
41 C.F.R. 5 54.720(b). See lniplenienrarion oflnreriii? Filing Procedures for Filings ofRequesls.far Review, 

/ ederal-Sra~u Juinr E o o ~ . d o ~ i  ( iniwrsol Service, CC Docket No.  96-45. Order, FCC 01-376 (rel. December 26, 
200 1 ). as corrected by Iniplcn~enialiofi oflnrerrm Filing Proceduresfor W i n @  ofRequesrs for Review, Federal- 
S m c  .Join/ Board 011 O n n e r d  So-i'ice, CC Docket No. 96-45, Errata (Com. Car. Bur. rel. December 28, 2001 and 
Idnuary 4. 2002). 
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4. ACCORDINGL'I', IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to authority delegated under sections 
(1.91. 0.291. and 54.722(a) ol'the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. $5 0.91, 0.291, and 54.722(a), 
thai the Rcqucst for RevieLl tiled by Winnebago Public Schools, Winnebago, Nebraska. on 
December 12,2001, IS GRANTED and the above-captioned applications ARE REMANDED to 
SLII for further consideration 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Mark G. Seifert " 
Deputy Chief, Telecommunications Access Policy Division 
Wireline Competition Bureau 




